43o	GENERAL DESCRIPTION  OF TYPES
extraverted thinking, one might easily conclude that such
a statement includes everything that is generally under-
stood as thinking. It might indeed be argued that a
thinking whose aim is concerned neither with objective
facts nor with general ideas scarcely merits the name
'thinking'. I am fully aware of the fact that the thought
of our age, in common with its most eminent represent-
atives, knows and acknowledges only the extraverted type
of thinking. This is partly due to the fact that all
thinking which attains visible form upon the world's
surface, whether as science, philosophy, or even art, either
proceeds direct from objects or flows into general ideas.
On either ground, although not always completely evident '
it at least appears essentially intelligible, and therefore
relatively valid. In this sense it might be said that the
extraverted intellect, i.e. the mind that is orientated by
objective data, is actually the only one recognized.
There is also, however—and now I come to the question
of the introverted intellect—an entirely different kind of
thinking, to which the term "thinking" can hardly be
denied: it is a kind that is neither orientated by the
immediate objective experience nor is it concerned with
general and objectively derived ideas. I reach this other
kind of thinking in the following way. When my thoughts
are engaged with a concrete object or general idea in such
a way that the course of my thinking eventually leads me
back again to my object, this intellectual process is not the
only psychic proceeding taking place in me at the moment
I will disregard all those possible sensations and feelings
which become noticeable as a more or less disturbing
accompaniment to my train of thought, merely emphasizing
the fact that this very thjnking process which proceeds
from objective data and strives again towards tr^e object
stands also in a constant relation to the subject This
relation is a conditio sine qua non, without which no think-

